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Good News Great Things Happening at Como

The “WCCO Morning Show” (Channel 4) was 
at Como this morning to surprise our very own 
Donnell Gibson (aka Mr. D) with the Excellent 
Educator Award.  This came as a big surprise 
to Mr. D who was anonymously nominated for 
the award that recognizes educators who go 
above and beyond the call of duty.  All of us 
who work with Mr. D knows that he is well de-
serving of this award. The airing of the award 
is set for next Wednesday morning, February 
15 on Channel 4.  When you see Mr. D today, 
Please congratulate him on this wonderful 
award and accomplishment.  Another plus for 
our Como community!

I want to extend my thanks and appreciation to all who participated in making 
our annual National African American Parent Involvement Day a success. 
The students put on a wonderful performance as well as our talented band and 
choir.  Thanks to the committee (Jill, Carole and Kristy) for their efforts in help-
ing to plan the event.  Thanks to those teachers who brought their students 
down for the performance, they were a wonderful audience.  We received posi-
tive comments from parents and community members who joined us today and 
also from our very own school board member Mary Vanderwert, who took time 
to also celebrate this event with us.  Today was a shining example of the many 
talented students we have here at Como Senior. 



Student Success
The Como Park Asian 
American Club (CPAAC) and 
Ms. Strupeck's class attended 
this year's Asian Pacific Islander 
(API) Day at the Capital, hosted 
by the Council on Asian Pacific 
Minnesotans. With the focus on 
the academic achievement gap 
and ways to engage in the civ-
ic process,  students listened to 
speeches by the Asian council's 
executive director, legislators, a 
judge, and community leaders. 
Students attended committee 
hearing sessions and interacted 
with other students from 
Harding High School.

Students were welcomed to 
Travelers Insurance and 
part ic ipated in three semi-
nars:  Resume Review -  Mock 
In terv iews -  Network ing - 
Students lef t  wi th annotat ions 
to their  resumes by a pro-
fessional  and were amazed 
at  the at tent ion to detai ls! 
The other seminars prompted 
small group discussions and 
interviews with e m p l o y e e s . 
A c a d e m y  o f  Finance stu-
dents dressed up for the event 
- it was difficult to tell who was a 
professional employee and who 
was a student! 



MCJROTC placed 2nd (out 12 Army and Air Force 
regional JROTC units) in a skills competition (color 
guard, drill, fitness, and knowledge bowl) at Cretin 
Derham Hall on Friday 3 February. The Como Park 
MCJROTC cadre was led by an all-sophomore team. 
Congratulations to Cadets Kathy Tang, Asia Faulk, 
Malee Vang, William Farley, and Philip Chervenak for 
their commitment and zeal to compete against the 
more senior units and perform with precision and pro-
fessionalism.

Winter Skills event @ Welch Village 
on Friday 10 February - 60 cadets 
participated in an day of skiing and 
snowboarding without (major) injuries. 
The cadets conducted planning, fund-
raising and coordination (preparing all 
food and administrative requirements) 
to develop their leadership. Cadets 
with incredible stories include Josafen 
Sanchez and Jaabir Jamari. See the 
attached photo for a glimpse at their 
camaraderie. 
 

9th grade Leonce Corder-Campbell 
is an AVID shining star for his commitment to learning and his willingness to work hard.  He 
is a smart, kind and compassionate person with a drive that has helped him to succeed in 
his classes. 

10th Najma Ali
Najma’s positive attitude, strong work ethic and calm demeanor make her an absolute as-
set to our AVID 10 team!  We can all be proud to call 
Najma a Como Cougar! 

11th Chiagozie 
worked hard 2nd quarter and his grades showed it. 

12th grade Richard Spears  
Best improvement in grades from 1st Quarter.

February AVID shining stars



Parent News

Quarter 3 has started and our shadowing program is coming to a close. By February 
15, all 8th graders will have picked a new high school to attend next school year and 
registered at the Placement Center. If you know of anyone who would like to shadow at 
Como Senior yet, next week is the last chance to come visit!

Please join us on Tuesday, February 21 from 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. for our monthly 
Parent and Community Council meeting.  Our topic for the evening will be AVID.  
AVID is the foundation for preparing our students for college and career readiness 
and is considered one of our cornerstones of Como’s academic offerings.  Come 
hear from students and staff about AVID at Como.  The meeting will be in the school 
library and light refreshments will be served.

Quarter 3 Progress Marks and Conferences will be held in March.  

Tuesday, Feb 21
4:30pm    Light dinner
5:00-7:00pm  FAFSA Night
6:00-7:30pm  Parent Community Council/AVID presentation

Next week is a busy week at Como Park Senior High School. First, next Monday is Presidents Day – no school. On 
Tuesday, February 21, there will be a parent FAFSA night and AVID presentation starting at 4:30pm with a light 
dinner. All parents are welcome. Como seniors and their parents are invited to come learn everything about filling out 
FAFSA forms for 2-year and 4-year colleges. Also, the Parent Community Council is meeting from 6:00-7:30pm in the 
library to hear a student-led AVID presentation and discussion.

Please ask your senior student if they have received a postcard giving the details of this Como Se-
nior High parent event.

On Wednesday, February 22 from 9:00-10:00am, we also have a Coffee with the Counselor. Come 
talk to the counselors about registration for next school year and graduation requirements. Hope to 
see you all!

A big Thank You to our community supporters who helped us with great food for the National Afri-
can American Parent Involvement Day: Saint Paul Bagelry and Big Daddy’s BBQ.

The February Booster Club Meeting is Mon. February 27th, 6:30-8:00 in the Athletic Director’s office.  

All are welcome as we explore opportunities and plan events to support Como students and staff!



Como’s FAFSA 
night for all seniors and families is 
February 21 from 5-7 p.m.
in the library computer lab

COMO FAMILIES: 

"The district Office of Teaching and Learning has made a final decision on our sched-
uling options for the 2017-2018 school year.  The schedules for grades 6-12 and 
grades 9-12 will NOT change in the 2017-2018 school year.  District leadership has 
decided that any scheduling changes or modifications should be the decision of the 
new superintendent.  Given this decision from our current district leadership, Como 
Park will retain the seven period day for the 2017-18 school year."  As more informa-
tion is provided by the Office of Teaching and Learning, we will keep you updated.

Get Involved Student Community, 
Resources and Opportunities.

In celebration of Black History Month Como 
Park is hosting the 4th annual door deco-
rating contest. Students are encouraged 
to participate in decorating their advisory 
and classroom doors in honor of the con-

tributions of influential African 
Americans in U.S. History. Some 
themes from last year include 
contributions in the areas of lit-
erature, math, science, medicine, 
and arts. Participating class-
rooms will be entered into a pizza 
party raffle. Anyone interested in 
judging classroom doors please 
see Ms. Jacoway in room #1423.

Como Park Senior High Blood drive will be on 

Wednesday, March 1st,  2017 from 8 to 1 in the gym. 



Senior Grad Party planning meeting is Wednesday, 
February 22nd, 6:30-8:00 in the Athletic Director’s office.  The Grad Party 
Committee of the Booster Club welcomes parent/family volunteers from 
all classes to help with this annual event!  Please join us at the 2/22 
meeting as we get the party planning under way.

“Como’s annual FAFSA night is February 21st, 4:30-7:30pm. 
Dinner will be served in the cafeteria accompanied by a seminar on how to help students 
successfully transition out of high school into post-secondary. One on one help with the 
FAFSA is offered in the library computer lab from 5-7pm. Please email Molly McCurdy with 
any questions at molly.mccurdy@spps.org.” 
 
“BKBM Engineers is hosting Como’s Engineering Day on Tuesday, February 28th from 11:30-
2:00pm in room 1221. All students interested in learning about becoming an engineer are 
invited. Please talk with Ms. McCurdy for questions, molly.mccurdy@spps.org.” 
 
“Registration for AP Exams is now available until March 17th. Students interested in taking 
an AP Exam this May should register at: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd-
pvsYKl_S_iwoR94x7QlQBeC9A7y3GLPgqTPDF27I-klbZpA/viewform.  

Please see Ms. McCurdy with questions, molly.mccurdy@spps.org.”

All seniors who need to make 
up credits at ALC night school 
should see their counselor ASAP.



Como’s Robotics Team, BEASTBot, 
is headed to Central HS this Satur-
day to compete in the SPHUB Week 
Zero practice competition before 
we have to bag up or robot until 
we compete at the Duluth Region-
al.  Come on out to see some robot 
fun with all of your favorite SPPS 
High Schools as we attempt to put 
the finishing touches on this year’s 
robots to compete in FIRST STEAM-

Camera Donations Welcome 

If you have working film or digital cameras 
that you no longer use, please consider 
donating them to the Art Department. They 
can be point and shoot or SLR type cam-
eras, film or digital. Even if you are not sure 
if they work, your donations are welcome. 
Other items that will be accepted could be 
camera bags or accessories. Donations 
can be dropped off in the Office or students 
can bring them to Mr. McIntyre in room 
1220. His contact number is 651-744-5396 
or e-mail at jason.mcintyre@spps.org. 

The February Booster Club 
Meeting is Mon. February 27th, 
6:30-8:00 in the Athletic Direc-
tor’s office.  All are welcome as 
we explore opportunities and 
plan events to support Como 
students and staff!
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Genesys Works  Your Future Starts Here!
Transforming the lives of high school students 
through skills training, meaningful internships 
and impactful relationships.

Genesys Works is for you if:  
you are a junior and interested in earning 
$10,000 working as an intern for a large compa-
ny through skills training, paid internships, and 
college and career support.

For more information visit genesysworks.
org/twincities  Watch for a Genesys 
Works Ambassador to visit the junior ad-
visories on Feb. 8. Or, see Ms. Rosenow, 
Room #1407.

1) College admission and Career Representative Visits 
Thurs Feb 23rd 12pm U of M Twin Cities rep in CRC for admitted students ONLY 
Thurs Mar 2nd 9am MN State Moorhead rep in CRC 
 
2) Upcoming College and Career Resource (CCR) Events---examples: financial aid nights, college 
essay workshops 
February 14th Accuplacer offered here at Como is full.  Students can sign up on Naviance for the next avail-
able Accuplacer date on April 24th. Saint Paul College will administer the test for FREE! 
FAFSA night February 21st 5-7pm in 2305.  Students and families can get help completing the FAFSA 
Thinking College Early Fair on Saturday, February 25th at Harding High School.   More info here 
 
3) College Campus Visit Opportunities  
Nothing this week 
 
4) Upcoming Events at Local Colleges/Universities 
Century College is hosting an Open House on February 21 from 5-7:30pm on the West Campus.  Flyer New 
applicants that apply at the Open House will have $20 application fee waived!  
Discover Hamline Overnight Feb 19-20, For High School Seniors. Schedule at hamline.edu/visit 
Students should go to specific college website to find out about possible days to visit!  Plan ahead for 
Spring Break! 
 
5) Career and Community Opportunities---example: Camp Ryla 
Summer Jobs and Internships with Right Track! Deadline to apply February 28th Right Track info 
Summer Jobs for 15-18 yr olds through Conservation Corps.  Priority deadline Feb 20th.  Conservation 
Corps info 
Michigan Technological University in partnership with 3M offers a Women in Engineering Summer Program 
for 9th-11th grade girls.  Scholarship through 3M for 20 Twin Cities applicants. Priority Applications due 

Application deadline:  March 2, 2017.



5pm March 1.  3M Women in Engineering 
University of MN in partnership with MN Council on Economic Education offer a Personal Finance Summer 
Institute for students currently in 9th-11th grades.  Deadline to apply, April 1. Flyer 
Izzy’s Ice Cream is hiring! Check out the attached flyer for more info.  YUM Izzy’s Ice Cream 
Ramsey County is hiring lifeguards for five beaches and Battle Creek Waterworks.  Applicants must be 15 
years old and certified.  The full-time jobs begin June 10th.  To express interest, fill out the online applica-
tion: hiring begins in April.  Ramsey County is also offering three-day certification training in South Saint 
Paul; tuition is $100. 
Genesys Works is accepting applications from motivated juniors.  Due Mar 2nd. genesysworks.org/twinci-
ties  
Volunteer opportunities compiled by Harding Career Center staff Link here 
Volunteer at the MN Children’s Museum! Apply by May 5th. Flyer Here 
 
6) Scholarship Opportunities 
Como Scholarships are now accepting applications! See this link to determine eligibility and submit an 
application.  Deadline March 16th 2:30pm 
Firmin Ace, Olga B Hart and M Club Scholarship applications can be found at http://www.spps.org/
Page/29586 
Quest Bridge Scholarship for low income juniors who are excelling academically.  Deadline March 22 
2017 Graduates of a Minnesota High School interested in applying to a Historically Black College or Uni-
versity can apply through the Common Black College App for FREE! Promo Code to use is cbca2017 
Wallin Education Partners Wallin Scholarship All materials due Feb 15.   
University of St. Thomas DEASE scholarship, due 2/22/17.  Full-tuition scholarship for admitted domes-
tic students of color, first-generation students and/or graduates from urban high schools. stthomas.edu/
Dease 
MCSA Scholarship, Deadline March 1st www.mnschoolcounselors.org/Awards/nominations.php  
 
7) Resource Section---example: ACT Prep, Book options to read, links to articles/information 
Tax Preparation help for families demonstrating financial need. Flyer Here  Remember, class of 2017 uses 
2015 taxes for FAFSA this year. 
MN Office of Higher Education offers a Summer Nudging Program to keep recent grads on track to enroll/
attend their post-secondary school in the Fall.  Students can sign up now! Text COLLEGE to 651-243-
9980.  Students receive text messages from Mn Office of Higher Ed answering their questions during the 
summer months.   
FAFSA completion process information here FAFSA completion information 
ACT Prep available FREE for juniors on Naviance!  Students log in to Naviance account with Active Direc-
tory.  Click “Test Prep” on left side column. 
 
Counseling Bulletin is a joint bulletin for COMO/OWL available on Naviance, Como main page 
Naviance log-in for Como Park Senior High.  http://connection.naviance.com/comoparkstp Students can 
sign up for college rep visits, sign up for Accuplacer, access FREE ACT prep, research scholarships and 
much more!

Como building hours notice 
Como building will be closed on Monday February 20th. 



Sports 

The athletic department “cougar closet” has been stocked with new items!  There 
are also new items available to order.  Go to our school website, athletic page and 
click on the left sidebar for the photo gallery.  Let either Nate Galloway, our AD, or 
myself, the athletic superclerk, know if you would like to purchase/order any of the 
pieces.

Motivational Thoughts 
By: Mr. Donnell Gibson

Life! It sometimes leaves us with many unanswered questions. These questions are 
sometimes personal, other times they are very general, and complicated.  A sense of 
being curious is one of the things it takes to start the questioning process. As adults 
our curiosity shouldn’t be with what we’re teaching, but rather who we’re teaching it 
to, and how they learn. When we think of our own very diverse group of students, are 
we teaching using these 7 learning styles to get them to start asking curious questions 
that don’t necessarily have concrete answers? Visual (spatial), aural(auditory-musical), 
verbal (linguistic), physical (kinesthetic), logical (mathematical), social (interpersonal), 
and solitary (intrapersonal).  
   
Many of us have been teaching for many years, and as the saying goes, ‘time turn 

Como building will be closed on Monday February 20th. 
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A great big thanks of appreciation to all the staff 
and students that helped and contributed to the 

creation of the newsletter.
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Como Park Senior High School Newsletter designed by Cadex Herrera, AOF. 
Please note:  The newsletter is produced by CPSH staff members who believes that parents and students can make the 
CPSHS community better when they know what is going on each week. News is collected via responses to an all-staff 

email as well as from active parents who regularly share news about non-staff affiliated groups. If you have something new 
you’d like to see in the newsletter, send an email to leocadio.herrera@spps.org subject: Newsletter. 
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